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of the society of examination in midwifery is a

<;o)ourab!e imitation of a legal diploma, resolved : "That
the Executive Committee are of opinion that the words
in the diploma, a skilled midwife competent to attend

ttatnrai labour,’ are open to legal objection, seeing that
under the Medical Act midwifery is one of the three

branches in which a regular practitioner must pass an exami-
nation in order to obtain a registrable qualification. The
above. cited words suggest that the holder has a registrable
qualification. This both contravenes the spirit of the
Medical Act of 1886 and is calculated to deceive the public.
Again, the formal character of the document, which is
described on its face as a diploma, is fitted to deceive the
more ignorant part of the public, that part which most needs
protection. 

"

THE HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR

THE PORT OF LONDON.

BLUE-BOOKS as a rule are not particularly interesting
specimens of literature, but the one now under notice is an
excaption to the rule, especially when we read it in the
light of the recent debate on the Navy, during which an
honourable member mentioned that the British mercantile
marine formed one half of that of the whole world. In
this report we find that in the latter half of 1894 13,471
vessels were inspected within the Port of London, of
which 8L9 per cent. were British, Scandinavian coming
next with 8 per cent. In 266 ships 343 structural
alterations were ordered and carried out ; 114 were for
increased ventilation of crews’ quarters and 47 were altera-
tions with regard to water-supply, mainly the substitution of
.galvanised iron tanks for rotten casks. Of the total number

of vessels, 6880 were foreign traders and 6591 coasters. The
report recalls the recommendations of the Royal Commission
on Labour, whereby the proper amount of cubic space allotted
per man was laid down as 120 feet, and compares it with
the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894, which re-enacted
the old amount of space-viz., 72 cubic feet. This Dr.

Collingridge considers quite inadequate. On the arrival of
a vessel she is inspected medically in conjunction with
Her Majesty’s Customs. The total number of vessels

medically inspected for 1894 was 1868. and the number of
individuals averaged about 100 per day, while as a result
of this inspection twenty-seven cases of infectious disease
were discovered. All masters are bound to report any case of
illness which has occurred either during the voyage or during
the stay in a foreign port. During the year 3425 Jewish
alien emigrants were inspected at Gravesend. and it is

satisfactory to note that they arrive "in a much cleaner
condition than formerly," owing to the knowledge that they
will be inspected at Gravesend. Another satisfactory result
of medical inspection is that owing to the issuing of orders
at Gravesend for water-tanks to be emptied if the ship has
come from an infected port the practice has been adopted
of filling up tanks on this side for the outward and home-
ward voyage. Since September, 1894, all vessels entering
the Medway have been inspected by a medical officer stationed
at Garrison Point.
Some few cases of cholera and choleraic diarrhoea were

dealt with at Gravesend, and diarrhoea has been made a
compulsorily notifiable disease. The other infectious diseases
dealt with were chiefly enteric fever and diphtheria. A
serious nuisance has been caused by barges carrying dung
from cattle ships. It is the habit of these barges to load
partly in one dock and then to proceed to another to
complete their freight instead of going away at once. Steps
have been taken to prevent this.
The Kensington vestry have again commenced to deposit

refuse dust at Purfleet, causing a nuisance, but it is expected
that an amicable arrangement between the various authorities
concerned will soon be arrived at.
The Port hospital is working well, and has been extremely

useful. The seizures of unsound food have been about the
average. Daring the year 909 canal boats were inspected,
but only three prosecutions were found necessary, and as a
general inie the cabins are cleanly and wholesome."
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Diphtlaeria at B?’oadstairs, by Dr. BRUCE Low.I-The out-
breakin question had its principal interest during the visiting
season of 1894, but the report on it was only made at the close
of the year. Including each of the three subdivisions of the
urban district, 31 attacks of diphtheria occurred in Broad-
stairs between Jan. lst and Aug. 8th of last year, and in 11
instances the attacks terminated fatally. There were two
localised outbreaks-one in the suburban portions of the
district and one in the Broadstairs division, but this latter
was confined to one establishment. The first outbreak was
probably traced to imported infection, for it occurred in the
house of a woman who acted as laundress for a convalescent
home receiving London children. Eighteen attacks occurred
as the result, and 15 of the patients were removed to the
isolation hospital, a step which, in Dr. Low’s opinion, largely
contributed to stay the further spread of the infection. In
the case of the second outbreak diphtheria was twice imported
into a children’s home. Once it was detected, precautions
were taken and it was stopped. On the next occasion
there was some diffusion of the infection in the dormitory
where the patient originating the mischief had slept. But, on
the whole, the interest in this inquiry, so far as the general
public are concerned, lies in the fact that Dr. Low is able to
assert with confidence that the disease was in no way due
to local insanitary conditions. He also speaks highly of the
sewerage of the place and of the prompt manner in which
the existing means of isolation were utilised. The truth is
that Broadstairs has a large colony of convalescent children
and of poor children who are sent there for their health, and,
as a consequence, it runs some unusual risk of imported
infection ; but the risk is practically limited to the institu-
tions in question, it hardly applies at all to the town
generally, and even in the "homes" prompt medical super-
vision may be trusted to identify any infectious disease that
appears and to secure the immediate removal of the sick to
the hospital which the town has been wise enough to provide
for itself.
On the General Sanitary Condition oj Festiniog, by 1’r. EVAN

EVANs.2-This report, by one of the temporary medical in-
spectors of the Local Government Board, gives a very com-
plete account of the general sanitary condition of this Welsh
urban district, which has suffered a good deal by the depres-
sion in the slate trade, although at the time of the inspection
work seemed plentiful and wages good. The Blaenau villages,
comprised within its district, are perhaps those which most
call for remedial sanitary measures, these measures being
very largely wanted by reason of the evils resulting from the
non-completion of a system of sewerage and drainage. The
general water-supply is from the Morwyion Lake, but other
sources are resorted to because the water supplied by them
appears to be clearer to the eye. In this way springs, spoutg,
and mountain rills afford a supply ; but since these sources
are often near to privies and privy pits the risks of their con-
tamination is by no means inconsiderable. Streams, too, are
seriously affected in several ways. Thus the want of sewer-
age leads, during periods of drought, to extensive and
offensive fouling of small watercourses by liquid refuse;
and the form of privy known as a "water privy," so

styled because it is built over a stream, constitutes
another obvious and grave nuisance ; indeed, such a system
ought to be regarded as a thing to be prohibited by any
sanitary authority. In this district excreta accumulate on
the banks of the stream, and when rain falls the decomposing
material is swept into the immediate vicinity of dwellings.
Many of the principal defects of the populous areas in this
district would be remedied if the authority would complete
their sewerage scheme, and this has more than once been
pressed upon them by their medical officer of health. The
bringing in of good water as a public supply has already
caused a distinct lowering in the typhoid fever death-rate,

1 Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding-street, E.C.; John Menzies
and Co., Edinburgh and Glasgow ; Hodges, Figgis, and Co., Grafton-
street, Dublin. Price 3d.

2 Ibid., price 9d.


